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Happy Hippos Nursery 
SCE, Early Years Team Dempsey Barracks, BFPO 16  

 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

13 November 2017 
9 November 2015 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good                      2 

Previous inspection: Good                      2 

Effectiveness of leadership and management 
Good                      2 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good                      2 
Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good                      2 
Outcomes for children Good                      2 

 
Summary of key findings for parents  
 

 
This provision is good 
  

 Children form strong attachments with practitioners who help them gain high levels 
of confidence and self-esteem.  

 

 Practitioners have a secure knowledge of how children learn and develop. They use 
effective teaching skills and provide a wide range of activities which spark children’s 
interest. This helps children make good progress in all areas of their development.  

 

 The newly appointed manager has a good overview of the quality of the provision 
and can identify key strengths as well as areas for development. As a result of 
incisive self-evaluation, effective changes have been made to practice which have 
had a positive impact on children’s experiences.  

 

 Children enjoy playing in the garden where they learn about and explore the natural 
environment. Practitioners skilfully use the opportunities available outdoors to build 
on children’s interests and extend their language skills.    

 
It is not yet outstanding because   
 

 Due to the infancy of the new planning system, there has not been sufficient time for 
managers to assess whether it continues to support children’s good progress. In 
addition, although practitioners value information about children’s development at 
home they do not routinely gather this information when children first join to provide 
an overview of their development from the outset. 

 

 The supervision and monitoring of practitioners’ practice are not used to their full 
potential to inform the programme of development.  
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 
 

 monitor the effectiveness of the newly established planning, and review the 
information gathered about children’s development when they join and how it used to 
inform initial planning and assessments 

 

 continue to develop a rigorous approach to monitoring staff practice and assessing 
their development needs. 

 
Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed the quality of teaching both indoors and outdoors and 
assessed its impact on children’s learning.  

 

 The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.  

 

 The inspector spoke with some parents and took account of their views. 

 

 The inspector held a meeting with the manager and looked at evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the nursery.  

 

 
 
Inspector   
Jennifer Getty      
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Effectiveness of Leadership and management is good 
Safeguarding is effective. Managers and practitioners have a secure understanding of their 
roles and responsibilities to protect children and the processes to follow should they have 
a concern about a child. Children play and explore in a safe environment. The recently 
appointed manager leads a strong staff team, who all share high expectations and a 
strong vision for the nursery. New practitioners attend training to ensure they have an up-
to-date understanding of the early years foundation stage. Practitioners develop good 
relationships with parents and regularly share information about what children are doing in 
nursery. Feedback from parents show they are happy with the care and opportunities their 
children receive.  
 
 
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good 
Practitioners effectively use what they know about children from their observations to plan 
a variety of experiences which extend children’s learning. Practitioners are very organised 
and work well together to plan the resources and activities so all children can benefit from 
the learning opportunities available. They are skilled in modelling language so that young 
children can increase their vocabulary and older children are encouraged to develop their 
thinking and problem-solving skills. Practitioners are good role models and help children to 
develop a ‘have a go’ attitude and to persevere. Children then use these experiences in 
their own play, for example, children ask each other to try the train on the track to test 
whether they have fixed the pieces together properly. When it does not run smoothly they 
try again and giggle when another piece pops out; they continue this until they succeed. 
 
 
Personal development, behaviour and welfare is good 
Children are well behaved and develop good social skills. Practitioners work well with 
parents so they know families and can effectively support children at nursery, helping 
them get to know routines. Children learn to share and take turns, with younger children 
beginning to play alongside each other. Practitioners specifically plan for and help children 
to develop their independence. They are given the space to be able to try and take off 
boots and coats when they come inside from outdoor play, and have opportunities to 
make choices about their play and what they want for snack. Practitioners listen to and 
value children’s contributions and are sensitive to their needs.  
 
 
Outcomes for children is good 
Children make good progress in their learning and develop skills which help them move on 
to their next stage in development or school. Practitioners work well with parents and 
other agencies to plan effectively for those children who require additional support. 
Children are inquisitive learners. They enjoy listening to sounds outside and excitedly take 
practitioners to see if they can work out what they hear. Older children develop a love of 
books and sit with practitioners listening to stories and talking about what they see. They 
enjoy dancing and singing, joining in with rhymes. Younger children develop the physical 
skills required for early writing, as they pour jugs of water or mix the play dough 
ingredients. They develop their number and problem-solving skills as they work with 
practitioners and talk about more and less, or try to fit shapes into the jigsaw puzzle.   
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Setting Details 
 

Unique reference number BFG02DC150 

Local authority British Forces Germany 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Registration category Childcare on non-domestic premises 

Age range of children 1-3 

Total number of places 43 

Number of children on roll 18 

Name of provider Service Children’s Education  

Date of previous inspection 9 November 2015 

Telephone number 05254 9305170 

 
Information about the setting 
Happy Hippos Nursery registered in 2001. The setting serves the needs of British Service 
families and entitled civilians attached to the military community. The nursery employs 11 
members of childcare staff, five of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at 
level 2, 3 or 4. It is open Monday to Friday, term time only. Sessions are from 8.45am to 
12noon or from 8.45am to 1pm.  
 
 
This inspection was carried out by BFEYS under Sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with any aspect of your inspection, you should contact our senior 
inspector on 05254 982 4870 as soon as possible to try to resolve matters.  
You may also call head office and ask for advice on making a formal written complaint if 
you are unable to resolve matters with the senior inspector or the inspector during the 
inspection. 
 
 
BFEYS and SSAFA Forces Help are accredited by the Secretary of Defence to regulate 
childcare overseas in accordance with the criteria set out in the Tax Credit Regulation 
2002. This ensures that the regulation of childminders and child care providers is 
commensurate with English legislation and Ofsted guidance. 


